Casework Contacts for Foster Children Placed Out-of-State
Subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of section 428.3 is repealed, subparagraph (v) is amended and renumbered as subparagraph (iv) and subparagraph (vi) is renumbered as subparagraph (v) as follows:

                    (iv) [ if the child has been placed in foster care outside of the state, a report prepared every six months by a caseworker employed by either the authorized agency with case management and/or case planning responsibility for the child, the state in which the placement home or facility is located, or a private agency under contract with either the authorized agency or other state, documenting the caseworker’s visit(s) with the child at his or her placement home or facility within the six-month period; and
          (v)]  the child’s transition plan prepared in accordance with the standards set forth in section 430.12(j) of this Title[.]; and 

          [(vi)] (v)  the foster child’s consumer report provided in accordance with section 430.12(k)of this Title.  
Subparagraph (x) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of section 430.11 is repealed and subparagraphs (viii) and (ix) are amended to read as follows:
          (viii)  if the child has been placed in a foster care placement a substantial distance from the home of the parents of the child or in a state different from the state in which the parent’s home is located, the uniform case record must contain documentation why such placement is in the best interests of the child; and
          (ix)  show in the uniform case record that efforts were made to keep the child in his or her current school, or where distance was a factor or the education setting was inappropriate, that efforts were made to seek immediate enrollment in a new school and to arrange for timely transfer of school records[; and 
          (x) if the child has been placed in foster care outside of the state in which the home of the parents of the child is located, the uniform case record must contain a report prepared every six months by a caseworker employed the authorized agency with case management and/or case planning responsibility over the child, the state in which the home is locate, or a private agency under contract with either the authorized agency or other state documenting the caseworker’s visit to the child’s placement within the six-month period].  

Paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of section 430.12 is amended to read as follows:
          (3)  Casework contacts.  (i)  Standard.  Casework contacts with the child, the child’s caretakers, the child’s parents or relatives, if any, must adhere to the standards mandated in section 441.21 [431.16] of this Title.  [Notwithstanding any other provisions of this paragraph, the standards concerning casework contacts with the child are deemed to be met by the district for any child] When a foster child [who has been] is placed in a facility operated or supervised by the Office of Mental Health, Office [of Mental Retardation and] for People with  Developmental Disabilities, Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services or the Department of Health, casework contacts required by this paragraph may be made by appropriate staff from the above referenced state agencies  or by appropriate staff who perform like or similar functions under contract with such state agencies where such contacts otherwise satisfy the frequency, location and content requirements set forth in section 441.21 of this Title.

          (ii)  Documentation.  The progress notes shall show the extent to which these contacts are occurring pursuant to section 441.21 of this Title [department regulations], the location of the contacts and the content of the contacts.  [Information concerning services which are provided to children in facilities operated or supervised by the Office of Mental Health or the Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities and which is forwarded by such facilities to the social services district responsible for maintaining the uniform case record shall be included in the uniform case record and shall be deemed to fulfill the documentation requirements of this subparagraph.]  If such contact is made by appropriate state or contract staff, in accordance with subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, information concerning the date, location, content of the contact and services provided to the foster child must be forwarded by such state or contract staff in the month the contact occurs to the social services district or the voluntary authorized agency case manager or case planner responsible for maintaining the foster child’s uniform case record.  This information must then be included in the foster child’s uniform case record in accordance with Part 428 of this Title.
Paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of section 441.21 is amended and a new paragraph (3) is added to read as follows:

               (2)  During the first 30 days of placement, casework contacts are to be held with           the child as often as is necessary to implement the services tasks in the family and children’s services plan but must occur at least twice.  At least one of the two contacts must be held at the child’s placement location.  The focus of the initial contacts with the child must include, but need not be limited to, determining the child’s reaction to the separation and his/her adjustment to the out-of-home placement and arranging for services necessary to meet his/her needs.  After the first 30 days of placement, casework contacts are to be held with the child at a minimum of once a month.  At least two of the monthly contacts every 90 days must be at the child’s placement location.  If the youth is age 18 or older and is attending an educational or vocational program 50 miles or more outside the local social services district, the casework contacts may be made by telephone, [or] mail or electronically; provided, however, where the youth age 18 or older is placed in a foster care home or facility located outside of the State of New York, the face-to-face contact requirements set forth in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (3) of this subdivision apply.  
(3) (i) Where a foster child under the age of 18 is placed in a home or facility located outside of the State of New York, the monthly casework contact requirements set forth in paragraph (2) of this subdivision apply to such child.  Such contacts must be made either by the authorized agency with case management and/or case planning responsibility for the child, a public agency in the state in which the foster home or facility is located or a private agency under contract with either the authorized agency or the other public agency.  

(ii) Where a foster child is 18 years of age or older is placed in a home or facility located outside of the State of New York, a face-to-face contact with such foster child must be made at least every six months.  Such casework contact must be made either by the authorized agency with case management and/or case planning responsibility for the child, a public agency in the state in which the foster home or facility is located or a private agency under contract with either the authorized agency or the public agency. 

(iii) Casework contacts required by this paragraph must be recorded in the child’s uniform case record in accordance the requirements of Part 428 of this Title.      
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