Summary of Substance
Chapter 501 of the Laws of 2012 established the Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs (“Justice Center”).   The legislation requires the Office of Children and Family Services (“OCFS) to promulgate regulations consistent with the Justice Center oversight, regulations and enforcement.  These regulations enact changes in line with the legislation to protect vulnerable people against abuse, neglect and other conduct that may jeopardize their health, safety and welfare, and to provide fair treatment and notice to the employees.  The included additions and amendments allow OCFS to comply with the statutory requirements that became effective June 30, 2013.  
Facilities and provider agencies that operate residential programs for children or adults that are affected are the following: runaway and homeless youth programs, family type homes for adults, detention programs, juvenile justice programs, institutions, group residences, group homes, agency operated boarding homes including supervised independent living programs and any local department of social services that runs a detention program or has a contract with an authorized agency for detention services or has a contract(s) for care of foster children in out-of-state facilities.  In addition, additional background check requirements were added for Family Foster Boarding Homes, families applying to adopt a child and child care providers.  Regulations were added or amended to incorporate reporting, investigative, record keeping, record production, administrative, and personnel requirements, among others.  
The first category of regulations added or amended address jurisdiction of the newly created Vulnerable Persons Central Register (VPCR).  Regulations will now reflect that reports of suspected abuse or neglect of persons receiving services in OCFS licensed, certified or operated residential care programs will be reported to the VPCR.  Additionally reports regarding significant incidents that harm or put a service recipient at risk of harm at those same programs will be reported to the VPCR.
The second category of regulations added or amended addresses requirements of mandated reporters and what mandated reporters will be required to report to the VCPR.   Acts of abuse/neglect and significant incidents are defined and procedures regarding making a report to the VPCR are outlined.  
The third category of regulations added or amended provides for the requirement of data collection by the facility or provider agencies in response to requests by the Justice Center and standards for release of that information by the Justice Center.  
The fourth category of regulations added or amended provides for the creation of incident review committees to affected facilities and provider agencies.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, among other areas, criminal history background checks and checks of the Justice Center’s list of substantiated category one reports of abuse and neglect prior to hiring certain employees, use of volunteers or contracts with certain entities have been added or amended. 
