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Chapter 501 of the Laws of 2012 established the Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs (“Justice Center”).  The Justice Center is tasked with overseeing and improving consistency in responses to incidents of abuse and neglect of vulnerable people.  The Justice Center has also been tasked with establishing standards for tracking and investigating complaints and enforcement against those who commit substantiated acts of abuse and neglect.  The legislation requires the Office of Children and Family Services, as a state oversight agency of vulnerable persons, to develop standards consistent with the Justice Center.  These standards are to protect vulnerable people against abuse, neglect and other conduct that may jeopardize their health, safety and welfare, and to provide fair treatment and notice to the employees.    The Office of Children and Family Services must promulgate regulations to provide notice, guidance and standards to all facilities, provider agencies and employees who are affected by the legislation.  The Justice Center took effect June 30, 2013.
Facilities and provider agencies covered by the legislation include voluntary agencies that operate residential programs that are licensed or certified by the Office of Children and Family Services, runaway and homeless youth programs, family type homes for adults, detention programs, juvenile justice programs, institutions, group residences, group homes, agency operated boarding homes including supervised independent living programs and any local department of social services that runs a detention program or has a contract with an authorized agency for detention services or has a contract(s) for care of foster children in out of state facilities. 
Effective on June 30, 2013 reports of suspected child abuse or neglect in a residential program no longer fall under the jurisdiction of the Statewide Central Register of Child Abuse and Maltreatment (SCR). Any concerns regarding abuse or neglect of a child in residential care must be reported to the Vulnerable Persons Central Register (VPCR). The VPCR will also register reports of suspected abuse or neglect of persons residing in Family Type Homes for Adults (FTHA). Reports registered by the VPCR will be forwarded to Justice Center investigative staff or to investigative staff at the State Agency that licenses, certifies or operates the facility or provider agency.  Regulations are required to provide direction to facilities, provider agencies, employees, local government staff and the public.  It is imperative that rules be in place for the proper implementation of the Justice Center legislation.  
  Promulgating emergency regulations will ensure compliance with legislative requirements and provide the necessary guidance to affected persons.  Absent the filing of emergency regulations, guidance, protections and processes will not be available to the aforementioned listed facilities and agencies.  
