RURAL AREA FLEXIBILITY ANALYSIS


1.  Types and Numbers of Rural Areas:

Social services districts, the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe and voluntary authorized agencies that have contracts with social services districts to provide foster care will be affected by the proposed regulations.  There are 44 social services districts and the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe that are in rural areas.  Currently, there are also approximately 100 voluntary authorized agencies in rural areas of New York State.


2.  Reporting, Recordkeeping and Compliance Requirements:

The proposed regulations implement standards required by the federal Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act of 2011 (P.L. 112-34) [the federal Act] The federal Act was signed by the President on September 29 , 2011 and took effect on October 1, 2011.  Implementation of the proposed regulations is necessary for New York State to maintain compliant Title IV-B and Title IV-E State Plans which are required for New York to continue to receive federal funding under Title IV-B and Title IV-E of the Social Security Act for foster care, adoption assistance, child welfare services and the administration of those programs.

The proposed regulations address the educational stability of children placed in foster care by requiring whenever a foster child changes foster care placement that there be an assessment of the proximity of the proposed foster care placement to the school the foster child is attending and the appropriateness of the foster child remaining in his or her current school setting.  If it is not in the best interests of the foster child to remain in the child’s current school setting, the proposed regulations would require that agency staff work with appropriate school officials to see that the foster child is immediately enrolled in a new school.

The proposed regulations also require that for each foster child who reaches the age of 16 years, such foster child must receive a copy of the foster child’s consumer report.  The foster child must continue to receive a copy of the foster child’s consumer report on an annual basis as long as the child remains in foster care.  The consumer report must be provided at no cost to the foster child.  Assistance must be provided or arranged for the foster child to interpret the consumer report and to resolve any inaccuracies.
The proposed regulations will not impose any new reporting requirements.  Compliance with the education stability and consumer report requirements will be documented in New York’s stateside automated child welfare system, CONNECTIONS.   

 3.   Professional Services:
It is expected that most social services districts and voluntary authorized agencies will not have to hire additional staff to implement the proposed regulations.  
4.  Compliance Costs: 
It is estimated that there will be no fiscal impact to the State as a result of the implementation of the proposed regulations.    
Any costs related to the transportation of foster children between school districts would be the responsibility of either the local social services district or the school district. 

Additionally, individuals are entitled to receive one free credit report annually from each of the three major credit reporting agencies.  

5. Minimizing Adverse Impact:

The standards set forth in the proposed regulations reflect mandates imposed on the states by the federal Act.  Implementation is necessary for New York to continue to be eligible to receive federal funding for foster care, adoption assistance, child welfare services and the administration of those programs under Title IV-B and Title IV-E of the Social Security Act.  The proposed regulations do not go beyond the scope of the federal mandates.

6. Rural Area Participation:

Because of the proximity of the signing of the federal Act into law (September 29, 2011) to its effective date (October 1, 2011), OCFS has had no opportunity to elicit input from agencies operating in rural areas.  We will do so in the public comment period.
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