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1.	Statutory authority:
Section 20(3)(d) of the Social Services Law (SSL) authorizes the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) to establish rules and regulations to carry out its powers and duties pursuant to the provisions of the SSL.

Section 34(3)(f) of the SSL requires the Commissioner of OCFS to establish regulations for the administration of public assistance and care within the State.
	
Section 501(5) and 532-e of the New York State Executive Law authorizes the Commissioner of OCFS to promulgate rules and regulations for the establishment, operation and maintenance of division facilities and programs.

Section 490 of the SSL as found in Chapter 501 of the Laws of 2012 requires the Commissioner of OCFS to promulgate regulations that contain procedures and requirements consistent with guidelines and standards developed by the justice center and addressing incident management programs required by the Chapter Law

2.	Legislative objectives: 
The proposed changes to the regulations concerning vulnerable persons in programs licensed, certified or operated by OCFS are necessary to further the legislative objective that vulnerable persons be safe and afforded appropriate care.

3.	Needs and benefits:
To the extent a change to the run away and homeless youth regulations is a technical change, the need is to reauthorize language already found in regulation and implemented by program.
The proposed changes to the regulations concerning vulnerable persons in programs licensed, certified or operated by OCFS providers is in response to the recognized need to strengthen and standardize the safety net for vulnerable persons, adults and children alike, who are receiving care from New York's human service agencies and programs.  The Protection of People with Special Needs Act creates a set of uniform safeguards, to be implemented by a justice center whose primary focus will be on the protection of vulnerable persons. Accordingly, the benefit of this legislation is to create a durable set of consistent safeguards for all vulnerable persons that will protect them against abuse, neglect and other conduct that may jeopardize their health, safety and welfare, and to provide fair treatment to the employees upon whom they depend.

4.	Costs:
The proposed regulatory changes are not expected to have an adverse fiscal impact on authorized agencies, family type homes for adults, or on the social services districts with regard to reporting and record keeping requirements.  Current laws and regulations impose similar levels of reporting and record keeping.  In conforming to and complying with the new statutory and regulatory requirements authorized agencies and other facilities will necessarily have to reconfigure current utilization of staff and duties.  The enhancement of services for the protections of Vulnerable Persons will incur additional costs.  
To the extent a change to the run away and homeless youth regulations is a technical change, there is no anticipated cost.

5.	Local government mandates:
The proposed regulations will not impose any additional mandates on social services districts.  Local Districts have been provided with an amended model contract for use in securing out of state residential services for children in foster care.  This model contract replaced a model contract already in existence and used by Local Districts. 
To the extent a change to the run away and homeless youth regulations is a technical change, there are no additional mandates.
 
6.	Paperwork:
The proposed regulations do not require any additional paperwork.  Requirements regarding documentation are currently in regulation.  These regulations will require sharing such documentation with the Justice Center.

7. Duplication  
The proposed regulations do not duplicate any other State or Federal requirements.
 
8.  Alternatives:
These regulations are required to comply with Chapter 501 of the Laws of 2012 and add a technical change to 9 NYCRR 182-1.5.

9. Federal standards:
The regulatory amendments do not conflict with any federal standards.

10. Compliance schedule:
The regulations will be effective on September 9, 2015 to ensure compliance with Chapter 501 of the Laws of 2012.
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