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1.	Types and estimated number of rural areas:
Social services districts in rural areas and voluntary authorized agencies contracting with such social services districts to provide residential foster care services to children, authorized agencies providing juvenile detention services, runaway and homeless youth shelters and adult family type homes will be affected by the proposed regulations, as well as state operated juvenile justice facilities.   
 
2.	Reporting, recordkeeping and compliance requirements and professional services:
Prior to Chapter 501 of the Laws of 2012, authorized agencies, facilities and mandated reporters employed by the same were required reporters of suspected child abuse or maltreatment to the New York Statewide Central Register of Child Abuse and Maltreatment.  Pursuant to the statutory requirements of Social Services Law Sections 490 and 491, those mandated reporters are now required to report all reportable incidents, which will include but not be limited to those things previously falling within the definitions of abuse and neglect of a child in residential care, to the Vulnerable Persons Central Register.   Authorized Agencies and facilities will be required to maintain the same level of practice as it relates to recordkeeping, and prevention and remediation plans.   Authorized agencies and facilities will be required to comply with investigations and information requests as required by the Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs, as defined in Article 20 of the Executive Law.  
The proposed regulations and amendments alter practice to conform to statutory obligations set forth in Chapter 501 of the Laws of 2012.  

3.	Costs:
To the extent a change to the run away and homeless youth regulations is a technical change, there is no anticipated cost.  An authorized agency or facility is currently subject to requirements governing reporting, record keeping, management of approved procedures and policies, so the proposed regulations should not impose any additional costs associated with those functions.  The statutory and regulatory requirements will necessarily require a reconfiguration of the current utilization of administrative costs to conform and comply with the requirements of the new law and conforming regulations. The statutory scheme provides for the enhancement of services for the protections of Vulnerable Persons, which will have added costs.	

4.	Minimizing adverse impact:
The proposed changes to the regulations require authorized agencies and facilities approved, licensed, certified or operated by the Office of Children and Family Services to protect Vulnerable Persons as defined by Social Services Law Section 488.  The regulations are in direct response to the need to strengthen and standardize the protection of vulnerable people in residential care.  The Protection of People with Special Needs Act creates uniform standards across systems to be implemented and monitored by the Justice Center. 


5.	Rural area participation:
Potential changes to the regulations governing implementation of the statute regarding the protection of people with special needs will be addressed through trainings and guidance documentation distributed to representatives of socials services districts, authorized agencies, including those that serve rural communities. 
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