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Title IV-E 2015 Foster Care  

Eligibility Review Summary 
OCFS thanks everyone who participated in the 2015 Foster Care Eligibility Review 
Subsequent Primary Review. New York State was found to be in substantial 
compliance with ACF findings of two error cases and two cases with improper 
payments. For a complete summary of this review and of past FCER results, click the 
Federal Foster Care Eligibility Review Tab. 
 

2015 FCER Overview 

 The 2015 ACF FCER was conducted on 80 randomly selected cases from 31 

districts and the OCFS Division of Juvenile Justice and Opportunities for Youth. NYC 

Administration for Children’s Services was exempt from the FCER as they are 

participating in the Title IV-E Waiver Demonstration Project. 

 

 The ACF sample was determined from the NYS Adoption and Foster Care Analysis 

and Reporting System (AFCARS).  

 

 The Period Under Review was October 2014 to March 2015.  

Facts and Figures from this review: 

 78 cases in substantial compliance    

 2 cases in error 

 2 cases with improper payments  

 57 cases required clarification or additional documentation to meet Title IV-E 

federal eligibility requirements.  

 26 cases required additional documents to meet the requirements of Foster 

Boarding Home licensing and safety documentation.   

Missing Foster Care Title IV-E eligibility documentation included: 

 Court orders 

 Petitions 

 Family Assessment Service Plans and/or progress notes  

 State Central Register (SCR) clearances 

 Staff Exclusion List (SEL) 

 Criminal History Check (CHC)  

 Foster home licenses 
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 Scratchpads, budgets or case composition screens to support AFDC 
eligibility 
 

Additional Documentation Requests: 

This year, ACF delved deeper into the case and financial documentation.  They 

questioned the items listed below and requested corresponding documentation in 

FASP’s or progress notes to support the payments: 

o Additional per diem  

o Replacement clothing  

o Special attire  

o Lessons 

o Gifts 

o Transportation 

o Foster care babysitting  

o Overnight camp  

o Level of care  changes 

o Foster care room and board payment rates 

o Respite Care Provider information (licenses and safety checks for 

every respite care provider who received a payment in the cases). 

The results emphasize the importance of stakeholders working together to improve Title 
IV-E practice, including case documentation. By continuing our partnership, we will be 
ready for the next FCER in 2018. 

 


