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September 3, 2008
Dear Local District Commissioners and DV Program Executive Directors;

Please save the date of September 17, 2008 at 1 p.m., for a webcast meeting regarding our ongoing review of the regulatory requirements for New York State domestic violence programs.  To meet our goal of inclusivity and transparency, the September 17th meeting will be held as a live webcast – in other words, available to be viewed live from a remote location.  Enrollment for this live viewing will be limited to 50 computer terminals (more than one person can gather at a terminal to view the meeting), so if you are interested, please register soon.  In addition, an e-mail address will be created to receive questions/comments prior to, and during the meeting.  Finally, we plan to post the webcast on all three host agencies websites subsequent to the meeting.  
As you may know, on July 15th, the NYS Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence, the NYS Office of Children and Family Services, and the NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance held an initial discussion about these regulations with representatives of domestic violence service providers, local social services districts, and our three agencies.  The meeting was productive and thorough, and we thank all of the participants.  The group identified a list of regulatory issues that need to be addressed; (loosely) prioritized them; and agreed that the best way to move forward was to create subcommittees that could analyze the topics in more detail.  

Subcommittees will be open to all interested local social service districts and domestic violence providers from across the State.  The goals of the September 17th meeting are to discuss how the subcommittees will be coordinated; what their concrete objectives and timelines will be; and how to facilitate future conversations in an inclusive and transparent manner.  Final subcommittee regulatory recommendations will be shared with the entire group for consideration by the State agencies.   Attached is an agenda for the meeting as well as a draft chart of potential groupings for the subcommittees.
Please register for the webcast by contacting Liz Harbinger (518)457-4155 or liz.harbinger@opdv.state.ny.us by September 15th.  Upon registration, you will receive instructions for the webcast. If you have specific issues, questions, or concerns that you would like to see addressed, please feel free to email them to Ms. Harbinger in advance of the meeting. During the meeting, you can email comments to opdvealert@opdv.state.ny.us  Thank you for your contribution to this process, and for assisting us in thoughtfully considering all relevant input.  
Sincerely,






Kirk Maurer
                                                                      Kirk Maurer
                                                                      Facilitator
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