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August 26, 2011

Mr. John E. Imhof, Commissioner

Nassau County Department of Social Services
60 Charles Lindbergh Blvd., Suite 160
Uniondale, NY 11553-3686

Dear Commissioner Imhof:

This letter is in response to your request to amend Nassau County’s Child and
Family Services 2011 Annual Plan Update. Nassau County has proposed the
following changes to its Child and Family Services Plan:

Appendix G-3:
¢ Increase the family share from 17.5% to 20% with a 10% cap on
annual gross income;
e Rescind the policy that the prorates the family share to 50% for all
children receiving part-time care;
e Revise the criteria used to determine which applicants have a hlghcr
than acceptable risk for fraud.

Appendix G-9:
¢ Decrease the total number of absences allowed in _the six month base
period.

Appendix G-11:
s No longer pay for transportation services to and from child care
providers.

.1 am pleased to inform you that this request has been approved ‘and s

effective August 26, 2011, The effective date for the change to transportation
services is effective January 1, 2012. If you have any questions about the
child care section found in your district’s 2011 Annual Plan Update, please
contact Ms. Antonia Weidner at (518) 408-3395, or by e-mail at

Antonia. Weidner(@ocfs.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Janice M. Molnar, Ph.D.
Deputy Commissioner
Division of Child Care Services
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Avgust 15,2011

Janice M. Molnar

Deputy Commissioner

Division of Child Care Services

NYS Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS)
52 Washington Street, Room 309 South

Rensselaer, NY 12144

Subject: Proposed amendment to the Nassau County 2011 Annual Plan Update (APU) to the Child and
Family Services Plan (CFSP), Child Care Section

Dear Ms. Molnar:

Nassau County proposes to amend the child care section of the 2011 APU. I request that OCFS review
and approve the proposed amendment.

The proposed amendment addresses the following components of Nassau’s child care plan:

Family share fee: The family share fee will be increased from 17.5% to 20%. Additionally, the
aggregate family share fee paid on an annual basis will be capped for each family at a maximum of
10% of annual gross income to be effective immediately upon approval by OCFS.

Half Day Family share fee: Currently the family share fee is prorated to 50 percent for all children
receiving a part-day rate. Under the proposed amendment this policy would be rescinded effective
immediately upon approval by OCFS.

Paid absences: The total number of absences allowed in the 6-month base period is decreased from 40
to 15 absences, consisting of 12 routine and 3 extenuating circumstance absences. On a monthly basis,
absences will be limited to 5 routine and 3 extenuating circumstances. A physician’s note will be
required after 5 consecutive day’s absence due to illness or required medical care/treatment to be
effective immediately upon approval by OCFS.

Transportation payments: Nassau will no longer pay for transportation services effective on January 1,
2012.

Fraud and abuse control activities: The list of criteria to be used to determine which child care
applications have a higher then acceptable risk for fraud has been amended to include additional
criteria, and the procedure for referring such applications to the district’s front-end detection system
has been changed. To be effective immediately upon approval by OCFS. Note: As this change does
not constitute a reduction in services, a change in eligibilily, or a change in fees, the proposed
amendment to;ﬁ‘a’ud and abuse control activities was nol included in the public comment period.

As requsred by NYS regulatlon (18 NYCRR 407.10), Nassau County provided for a 30-day public
coniment process allowing the pub]:c the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the plan
that involve a reduction in services, a change in eligibility, or a change in fees.



Copies of public notices which include descriptions of the proposed changes are attached. Note that two
public comment periods were held. As the comments solicited from the first comment period resulted in
changes to the proposed amendment, a second comment period was held.

Public comment period: May 13, 2011—June 13, 2011; July 13, 201 l—August 12, 2011

Public notification: Public notice was posted to the Nassau County website to correspond to the date
of the comment periods (see http://www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/Purchasing/publicnotice/). Legal
notice was published in Newsday on May 14, 2011 and again on July 13, 2011 (proof of publication
attached).

Local advisory council notification: Information about the proposed amendment was e-mailed to
members of the local advisory council on May 13" and again on July 13",

DSS received public comments from fourteen individuals and/or organizations. A summary is attached.
All comments were carefully reviewed. As appropriate and feasible, comments and recommendations
were incorporated into the proposed amendment. A copy of Nassau’s response is attached.

The proposed amendment is summarized in the attached table and cross-referenced to appropriate
sections of the APU. Attached you will find amended copies of all the relevant appendices to the 2011
APU.

Should you have any questions feel free to contact Ms. Sunita Manjrekar, Director of Employment
Programs and Child Care, at phone 516 227-7970 or email Sunita.Manjrekar({@hhsnassaucountyny.us, or
Ms. Justine Hanif-Carr, Day Care Administration, at phone 516 227-7912 or email
Justine.Hanif(@hhsnassaucountyny.us

Sincerely,

e

John E. Imhof, Ph.D.
Commissioner

Cc: Antonia Weidner, Division of Child Care Services

JEl/tab



Legal Notice 16712701

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
Canceming proposed changes
tochild care services
July 13,201 1—=August 12,2011
Ouring the perod May 13,
201 1==June 13, 2011, the Nas-
sau County Oepartment of So-
cial Services (DS3) held a Pyb-
lic Comment Perod conceming

ropesed amendment to the
child care secticn of Nassau's
2011 Annuat Plan Update to the
Child and Family Services Plan.
After careful consideration the
proposed amendment has been
revrsad i incorporate as appro-
priate some of the recommen-
datlons recgived. Dua to the na-
lure of the changes, the pro-
pased amendment to the child
care plan Is again published lor
uplic commaent,

S5 announces a Public Com-
ment Fericd conceming a pro-
posed amendment to the child
care secion ¢f Nassau's 2011
Annual Plan Updats to the Child
and Family Services Plan. Child
care sarvices mean nanfaran-
tal cars for an sligible child pro-
vided on a regular basis either
in gr away from the child's resi-
denca forless than 24 hours per
gay which is provided by an k-
gible providar. Families are efi-
gible tor child care assistance
under the MY S Child Care Block
Grant. Child care assistance is

ravided to eligible tow-income
amitles to [3clitale  amploy-
ment and other positive social
oulcomes.

The proposed amendment ad-

drasses the iollowing compo-

nlems of Nagsau's child cars
an:

amily Share fee: Famiiy share
Is the ameunt paid by the child's
parent or caretaker fowards the
cost of child cars services, Un-
der the proposed amendment
tha family shara fas wili te in-
creased trom 17.5% lo 20%,
Additionally, the aggregate fam-
ily share fea paid en an annual
basls wiill ba capped lor sach
family at a maximum ot 10% qf
aniual gross income.

Half Day Family Share fee: The
tamily share léa Is prorated to .
50 percent for ali children re-
ceiving a pat-day rate, Under
the proposed amendment this
gqlh:y wouid be rescinded effec-
ive [mmediataly.

Fald absences: Child care pro-
viders receive payment on a
limited basis for children tempo-
rarily absent from cars, The pro-
posed amendment decreases
the tgtal number of absences al
lowed In tha B-menth base peri-
ad (rom 400 15 absencas, con-
sisting of 12 routine and 2 ex-
tenud n% circumstance  ab-
sences. Un a monthly basls, ab-
sences will be limited to § rou-
tine and 3 extenuating circum-
stances, A physician's note will
be requirad after & consecutive
days absence due lo ilness ar
required medical care/
treatment.

Transpaortation payments: Cer-
tain child care providers receive
payment for lransporing chil-
dren to and from care. Under
the proposad amendment Nas-
sau will na longer pay lor trans-
portation sarvices, This pollgy
will become effective on Janu-
ary 1, 2012,
Nassau's 2011 child care plan
can be viewed at hip

. You may also_contact
omas Brooks at 518-227-
7460 t¢ request a plan copy.
The proposed amendment De-
comes elfectiva upon comple-
ticn of the public camment pari-
od and receipt of NYS appraval.
Wiltten gomments are welcome
and must be received ng later
than 4:48pm en August 12,
2011. Comments may be sub-
mitied via mail, amall grfax, ad-
dressed to: John E. Imhof,
Commissioner, Nassay Coun
0SS, 60 Chares Lindher
Bivd,, Uniondale, NY, 11553,
email: i fai
ax:
516-227-8363
Edward P_Mangano,
County Executive
John E, Imhol, Ph.D.,
Commissionar

NEWSDAY PROOF

Customer: NASSAU CTY. DEPT. OF SOCIAL Contact: TOM BROOKS ~Phone: 5162277460
Ad Number: 16712701 Start Date:07/13/2011  End Date: 07/13/2011  Times: 1



Legal Notice 16677002

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD . i

Concerning proposed changes tochild care services

May 13, 2011—June 13,20t 1 .

Thé Nasgsau County Departmant of Social Serviges (DS$S) announc.
es a Public Comment Period conceming a proposed amendment to
the ¢hild care section of Nassau's 2011 Annual Flan Updale (o the
Ghild and Family Sarvices Plan. Childcare services mean nonparen-
tal cars for an eligibla child provided or a regular basis eithar in or
away from the child's residence for Jess than 24 hours per day which
is provided by an eligiblegruvider. Familles are eligible for child care
assistance under tha NYS Ghild Care Block Grant. Child care assis.
tance is provided to eligible low-incorne lamilias lo facilitate employ-
ment and other pasitive 5ocial outcomes.

The proposed amandment addresses ihe following components of
Nassav’s childcare plan: .

Family Shara fee; Family share is the amount patd by the child's par-
ent o caretaker towards the cost of child care services. Under the
progased amendment the family share fee will be increasad from
17.5% to 24%.

Paid absences: Cnlld care providers receive payment on a limited
basis for children temporasly absent from care. The proposed
amendment decreases the total number of absences allawed in the
g-month Dasa pericd Irom 40 to 15 absences, consisting of 12 rou-
line and 3 extenuating circumstance absences. Or a2 monathly basis,
absences will be limited to 5 routing and 3 extenuating circumstanc:
a5, A physician's nota will be required after 3 consacutive days ab-
sance due toillness or required medicat carestreatment.
Transportation payments: Cerain child care providers receive pay-
ment for {ransporting chiidren to and from care, Under the proposed
arnendment Nassau will no longer pay lortrangporiation sarvices.
Nassau's 2011 child care plan can be viewad at www.ocls.state.ny.
us/main/childcare/plans/Nassaw/default.ntmi. You may also contact
Themas Brooks at 518-227-7480 t0 request a plan copy. The pro-
pesad ameandment becomes effeclive upori complation of the public
comment period and receipt of NYS approval. .

Wrilten comments are walcome and must be received no later than
4:48pm on June 13, 2011, Comments may be submitted via mail,
emad or fax, addressed to) John E, Imhot, Commissianer, Nassau
County DS5, 60 Charles Lindbargh Biwd,, Unlondale, NY, {1553,
amail: Public.Comment@hhsnassaucountyny.us, fax: 516-227-

Edward P. Mangana, Caunty Executive
John E. Imhef, Fh,0,, Commisslongr
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