
FY 2013 PROPOSED ATTACHMENT 4.8(b)(3)

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS WITH PRIVATE NON-PROFIT VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICE PROVIDERS
In January 2009, CBVH awarded outcome-based Comprehensive Services contracts (CSC) to 17 private agencies in New York State to serve individuals who are legally blind.  These contracts will be in effect until December 2014.  The contract services are designed to assist consumers with a goal of employment to develop or improve the basic skills essential to successfully seek and maintain a job.  Each contract agency provides consumers with comprehensive and integrated training in basic life skills for preparation for competitive or supported employment.   
Prior to receiving any of three core contract services (vision rehabilitation therapy, orientation and mobility training and social casework), the consumer participates in an assessment to determine readiness for services and to establish a baseline of skill against which future progress can be compared.  The assessment also provides information about the amount of time a consumer may need to complete a basic life skills training program.  Once the assessment is completed, the consumer, counselor and the person completing the assessment meet to finalize goals for a basic life skills training program.

Prior to the implementation of the current CSC contracts, job placement services were part of each agency’s contract.  In the 2009-1014 contracts, CBVH removed the provision of job placement services from the contract and embarked on developing a more diverse and more extensive cadre of job placement options.  In 2009, CBVH awarded 45 contracts to private agencies and qualified private vendors (individuals).  Of these 45 contracts, 11 were awarded to the private agencies which already provide vision rehabilitation therapy, orientation and mobility training and social casework services, 30 were awarded to private agencies, independent living centers and organizations serving people with all disabilities and 4 were awarded to individuals.
Also, prior to implementation of the current CSC contracts, several CSC agencies had a contract to provide diagnostic vocational evaluation services.  In the 2009-2014 contracts, the diagnostic vocational evaluation services were removed from the CSC contracts.  CBVH developed a list of agencies/organizations and individuals able to provide these services.  The result has been a more extensive list of providers.  Currently, there are 14 providers of this service statewide.  

In addition to these contracts, CBVH also has an outcome-based contract with Helen Keller National Center to provide services to individuals who are deaf-blind. 
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