Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped

State Rehabilitation Council

December 2, 2011

SRC Members present – Mike Godino, Aaron Baier, Patty Eisenhandler, Jenny Santiago, Lisa Rosano, Linda Olson, Eric Randolph,  Ray Wayne, and Ken Stewart
SRC Members absent- Monica Redeye & Dennis O’Connell

Ex-Officio Members: Bob Gumson & Mindy Jacobsen
CBVH Staff present- Tracy Cooper, Peter Herrig, Mary Ann van Alstyne, Mike Rose, Sharon Flom,  Janice O’Connor  & Brian S. Daniels

Public Attendees: Kathy Casey, Lori Scharff, and Ray Cebula

Chair’s Comments 

Mike called for a moment of silence in memory of a dear friend and colleague, Matthew Sapolin.  Several others spoke of how Matt had impacted their lives and how his caring and persistence as Commissioner of the Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities made so many New Yorkers’ lives easier.  He did a lot of good work in his short life, and he will be sadly missed.
The Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) contacted Mike. In January, RSA will hold a teleconference with a few members of the SRC to discuss the integrity of our council. Please let Mike know if there are members who would like to participate.  
Mike reported that this is the first meeting of the fiscal year. The SRC will have many items to address at the upcoming meetings: annual report, CBVH’s State Plan, various committee topics, guest speakers, and the hope for new appointments. 
We currently have eleven serving members of the SRC. Only six need be present in order for us to have a quorum. Approval of minutes of the September 22 meeting – approved and accepted after corrections were made. Ray Wayne wanted to edit a section regarding the Newsline legislation and funding - The statement about the one cent fee was wrong. He indicated that the actual funding source is the Targeted Accessibility Fund.  Mike indicated that the legislation bill and memo online was where the SRC got the information for the 9/22/11 meeting.     

Brian S. Daniels’ Presentation

Brian reported that, in Federal Fiscal Year 2011, CBVH passed all six federal Standards & Indicators in Part I and increased employment outcomes by 4 percent. CBVH’s federal funders, the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), are planning to conduct an on-site review of CBVH’s program and fiscal performance during the week of February 6, 2012. Sharon Flom is leading the coordination efforts for the review on behalf of CBVH.  She was in charge of RSA’s last visit to CBVH. 

Brian reported that for the second consecutive year, CBVH was not involved in any fair hearings.

Executive Deputy Commissioner, Bill Gettman will be leaving OCFS for a job in the private sector. He has been a strong leader and supporter of CBVH and its programs.  

CBVH received word that funding for Orientation & Mobility instructor training at Hunter College has been decreased or eliminated and that the program may close at the end of 2013. 

Brian thanked CBVH staff at this meeting for all their help over the past year: 

Brian reported that he hopes that the SRC will be in full compliance in terms of membership in the near future.  

Ray Cebula Presentation: The Benefits for Benefits Planning for Individuals with Blindness (Accessible formats of the PowerPoint were sent to all SRC members prior to presentation)
Some highlights – Cornell University did a study on vocational rehabilitation outcomes focusing on maintaining a job.  The Ticket to Work program was used not only to obtain a job, but to extend benefits in order to maintain the job.  

Why are so many disabled people disproportionately unemployed or underemployed? It could be because the fear of losing benefits and the lack of knowledge.  “I can’t work – I’m on disability” is what the vast majority of SSDI recipients say when asked about their interest in a job.  These demographics’ three most common components are:  1. High levels of functional limitations 2.  Members of a minority group 3.  Residents of supported living facilities (although the latter is less common among the blind)

People who are blind can deduct disability-related work expenses from their SGA and they need not be limited to just work. (For example, expenses due to canes, guide dogs, talking phones etc. can be deducted.)  

SGA = substantial gainful activity, countable work time is based on what a person earns. Paid holidays, sick time and other earnings subsidized by the employer should not count.
IRWE = impairment-related work expenses

BWE = blind work expenses (can include transportation, meals, union dues, etc. if justified in writing)

Safety net – 1.  It only takes the Social Security Administration one month to reinstate SSDI after work drops below SGA  2. Legal Blindness is an automatic disability

“Ray’s Step 5” (addendum to the PowerPoint) – Take the reduced SSDI check, and then add in wages to determine what the worker now has.  Make sure to file for Earned Income Tax Credit.  (The worker could conceivably get all his taxes back!)
For more information on finding a Benefits Planner near you, go to socialsecurity.gov/work   then look for work incentives.  (Planning and assisting agencies and IL centers also often have a Benefits Planner to help consumers see how they can keep most, if not all, benefits and still maintain a job.)

Executive Board Report

Mindy Jacobsen reported to the SRC that the Executive Board had some trouble getting together this year since it is unfunded. Their third report is due in the Governor’s office by December 31st.  One statistic they are working on is the number of people who are blind in New York State.  The Department of Health (DOH) statistics state the number is 500,000; however, this includes people with some visual impairment.  The Executive Board would like to get more exact standards in place because there are people who have diseases which would likely render them blind, and there are people who do not admit to being blind.  Also, many senior citizens may be unaware of the degree of their vision loss.  The elderly often have home health aides do household tasks (mail, reading, etc). Homeless people are difficult to assess as well. But where and how do you get increased funding for CBVH and the State Education Department?  The Executive Board would like to meet with State officials and physically show them the problems encountered by different ages.  An expanded CORE curriculum in schools is needed now.  The Executive Board is in favor of the Newsline bill.  
Annual Report Discussion and Acceptance 
There are some typos in the Annual Report, especially concerning the current year. Someone will proofread it before sending it on.  One statement (about seventeen blind consumers) is being erased. The Annual Report was approved and accepted with edits. 
Committee Reports  
Workforce Development Committee:  The committee would like CBVH to develop a directory of services/programs for non-college-bound kids and put it on the website. The committee plans to review the marketing package from CBVH and tool kit for employers and placement agencies. The next committee meeting will be in early in February via teleconference.

Quality Assurance Committee: The committee would like to review ways to examine unsuccessful closures.  Cornell is already in the process of preparing such a report for ACCES- VR. Tracy reported that she is on an email list that informs her about what Minnesota has found out in their research on this problem. She will keep the committee updated as emails are received.
Policy and Planning Committee:  The committee is reviewing the goals and strategies for the State Plan which CBVH will file to RSA by July 1. It is anticipated that the state plan will have two teleconferences for consumers and advocates. If anyone from the SRC is interested, call into the teleconferences.  The committee’s first goal is to plan a teleconference within a month so we can provide input to the State Plan.
Membership Committee:   A teleconference was completed in November.  The committee would like the title of the SRC by-laws be changed to guiding principles.  The committee plans to review ACCES- VR’s SRC. A super majority is needed to change the by-laws. It was noted that a vote a few years ago, the SRC amended the number required for a quorum to be a presence of a majority rather than a certain number of people present. 
Special Award -Raymond Wayne was presented with a plaque thanking him for his six years of dedicated service to SRC. 
Public Comment – none.

Teleconference with the Helen Keller National Center’s Molly Rimer, Deb Fiderer, and Sue Razinski.  
The Statewide Needs Assessment Project ran from March 2010 to September 2011.  HKNC partnered with CEMS (Center for Essential Management Services) to find out the most pressing needs of working-aged adults’ needs in New York State.  (The seven-page conclusion report was given to the council during the meeting)
There were 47 key informants. The snowball sampling procedure was used, meaning the individuals surveyed were asked if they knew of others who’d participate in the survey. Participants included consumers, their family members, and service providers (both public and private agencies).

Five primary questions were developed:  

1. Who constitutes the population of individuals identified as deaf-blind?

2. What are the current services available to deaf-blind?  Are they satisfactory?  
3. What are the express needs of the deaf-blind?

4. What are the current service gaps?  Is there equitable distribution of service?  
5. What are the current qualifications of personnel serving deaf-blind, and what are their training needs?  
Action Items 
Unfortunately, there is no guarantee that the council will have appointments by the next meeting in March. This action item will be placed “on hold” until the council gets the new appointments.  

Options for our March agenda: 

1. Mike will create an ad-hoc committee (Ray, Jenny, Linda, & Ken) for “guiding principles.”

2. Via email, Tracy will survey possible dates for future SRC meetings after March 
3. Tracy and/or Dennis will present the Business Tool Kit   

4. CBVH will present a budget overview
5. The SRC will review the State Plan
For June:  Bob Gumson requested a speaker on pre-college RFP which is due out soon.

Also:  Brian Daniels will let Mike Godino know about the Second Floor and the Executive Chamber, and set a date.

Mike Godino motioned that the meeting be adjourned at 3:00 pm. Aaron seconded the motion and the meeting ended.

Minutes respectfully submitted by CBVH staff 

