NYSCB State Rehabilitation Council minutes
Hilton Garden Inn Albany, NY 
June 19th, 2014
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes 
Attendees:  Brian Daniels, Susan Loeb, Mike Rose, Mike Godino, Mark Leinung, Mindy Jacobsen (via phone), Sharon Flom, Ken Stewart, Al Farias, Pratik Patel, Theresa Drum
March minutes: We do not have these minutes; we will try to locate them via Tracy.
Chair’s comments (Mike Godino): Mike talked about not having a quorum and the importance of having one.
NYSCB updates Brian Daniels:  Thanks to Susan Loeb for stepping in to coordinate during Tracy’s absence.  Appointments (to SRC) have been lagging.  NYSCB is passing all Standards and Indicators to date and we expect at the end of the year we will have passed them all. Brian was asked whether SRC could be invited to Vision Institute and responded that we need to consider as the institute is geared toward service providers.  Brian announced that there will be a re-organization in Long Island region operations; offices will be in Hempstead (main office) with satellite offices in Queens and Suffolk County, modeled after the Buffalo region with good results.  Brian was asked if the proposed Suffolk office had been vetted by LI consumers and replied that Mike Honan of our NYSCB Hempstead looked at the proposed space. We will share his report; the space is in the State Office Building in Hauppauge.  Brian continued and stated that NYSCB’s employment numbers are off the charts. There was a question about the Workforce Innovation Act legislation specifically 2 issues: NYSCB’s position on minimum wage and the fact that there are no more sheltered workshops. Pratik asked about the plan to fill Mary Ann van Alstyne’s role and also about the status of the consumer satisfaction survey; Sharon Flom replied saying that things are moving along and that it will perhaps be done at Cornell. Sharon will check on funding issues for the survey.  Mike Godino asked about the Queens Satellite office and whether it will also be a satellite office for LI.
Erica Molina CAP/P&A:  Erica explained that the Client Assistance Program and the Protection & Advocacy network which is a federally mandated system and exists in each state and territory. Through several federal grants, P&A’s protect the rights of persons with disabilities through legally based advocacy. 
POWER POINT ATTACHED
Mark Leinung NYS Department of Education: NYS Education Department decided that testing should be aligned with Common CORE procedures so it is aligned with HS equivalency (HSE), computer base testing in the future. There are 269 test centers that provide GED test.  Clientele are at a disadvantage because not all own a computer, $120 per test very expensive. They decided to find a vendor to meet with their terms. CTB McGraw Hill $52, 54, 56. TASC (test assessing secondary completion).  Accommodations available in large print, braille and audio.  Need to pass each of the 5 subtests to pass, total score of 500.  Old GED scores are grandfathered in.  If people fail a subtest they can retake it 3 times in a year.  Accessibility policies and procedures are as follows:  took SED out of process, the accommodations goes directly to CTB.  Physical ones are straightforward. Having a reader does get a little complicated.  There are guides on how to conduct the tests in sign language.  There may be cases where there could be a paper based test.   PDF ATTACHED
Tentative Executive Board Update Mindy Jacobsen:  No report because ExCom has not met since the last meeting.
Public Comments:  none
Committee Reports:  none
Susan Loeb Potential Outreach Strategies: There needs to be more public knowledge about what NYSCB is and the services available.  Placing brochures in libraries, schools, offices of elected officials etc.  Needs ideas as to how to distribute the info and what we are missing Suggestions included piggybacking on other outreach efforts i.e. Special Ed PTAs, conferences and parent centers, info in places like beauty shops where people gather and talk, and placing videos possibly using LinkedIn and other social networking sites.
Action Items & Deliberation and Discussion, Wrap-up & Agenda planning for September meeting:  Mention of perhaps having someone come in from Minnesota to discuss their ATC program.
Adjourn
