Superstorm Sandy and its Aftermath:

District Options Related to Child Care Services to Families and Providers
The following identifies options that Local Social Services Districts may take related to child care services for those families that are eligible under the New York State Child Care Block Grant that have been affected by Superstorm Sandy and the subsequent flooding, and also identifies what options districts may take to assist providers.  The district may take advantage of these options to the extent that the district continues to have funds available under either the district’s allocation from the New York State Child Care Block Grant or any local funds appropriated for such purposes. 
Family Assistance
Listed below are options that districts have to pay for child care services.  These options must be listed in the district’s Child and Family Services Plan.  If a district wishes to include any of these options in its Child and Family Services Plan or expand any of these options, the district will need to request a plan amendment.
To streamline the amendment process, the district only needs to complete the attached form and send the completed form to the New York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS), Division of Child Care Services. If the district selected one of the preprinted checklist options, it may consider the amendment request approved.  If a district wants to amend or modify an option that is not on the preprinted checklist, it may contact Antonia Weidner at (518) 408-3395 or Joe Ziegler at (518) 402-6520 to discuss the amendment or modification.
· The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families has allowed states to broaden the definition of child protective services as part of their response to an emergency situation.  OCFS has agreed to provide local social services districts with the option of broadening the definition of child protective services to displaced families or families suffering from the effects of the disaster to permit emergency eligibility to include children living in Federal- or State-declared disaster emergency areas. Such children may be deemed to be in need of protective services and as such, child care assistance for child protective reasons can be granted to affected families without regard to income. 

· Expand the amount of time a parent/caretaker has to seek employment beyond six months. Districts have the discretion to determine how long they wish to extend the time frame.
· Provide child care services to families that are homeless.
· Increase the maximum number of allowable program closures.  Districts have the discretion to determine how long they wish to extend the time frame.

· Increase the maximum number of allowable absences. Districts have the discretion to determine how long they wish to extend the time frame.

· Districts can declare families affected by Superstorm Sandy a priority population.
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Other Options Districts Can Take To Assist Families

· Families whose eligibility for child care assistance is ending can continue to receive assistance for an additional month without the district or family completing a recertification. 

· Disaster relief is not countable income.
· Rollover funds can be used, to the extent they are available, to assist these families. 
· If schools are not open in the disaster affected area because of the disaster, children of school age will be able to receive care until the schools are open. However, if schools are open, school-age children will not be eligible for care in the disaster-affected area until after the school day is complete.
· Districts affected by Superstorm Sandy have the option to accept a written declaration of identity, residency, citizenship, and household composition for those families whose documentation was destroyed due to flooding.  Upon receipt of temporary identification or new permanent identification, affected families will need to submit it to you as soon as it is practical.  

Provider Assistance
· Districts have the option of using quality funds to assist child care programs to make minor repairs or remodeling, particularly if necessary to meet applicable standards for health and safety. Quality funds cannot be used for major renovations.  
· Districts have the option to temporarily suspend their verification of child’s attendance if a provider’s records were destroyed due to Superstorm Sandy.  
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