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An Equal Opportunity Employer
February 15, 2008

Dear Commissioner/Director of Services:

As we informed you in our August 27, 2007 letter, the Federal Administration for Children and Families (ACF) advised OCFS that New York State is not in substantial compliance with the Title IV-E State Plan reporting requirements, specifically, the State’s required submissions for the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis Reporting System (AFCARS).  Recent correspondence from ACF indicates that states not in compliance with AFCARS reporting elements will face fiscal penalties in FY 2008.

OCFS is developing additional federally mandated AFCARS elements for inclusion in the upcoming March 2008 update to CONNECTIONS.  At the present time, we are focusing our efforts on improving compliance in the entry of a clinical diagnosis OR indication of a well care child visit within the Health Services Module in CONNECTIONS.  Please note that there are three types of well care visits that meet   AFCARS submission requirements as they appear in CONNECTIONS (appointment types of initial, reassessment, well child with no diagnosis meets submission requirements).   Entry of at least one of these - a clinical diagnosis associated with any appointment type or one of the well child appointment types without a diagnosis - is required. 

The attached county specific folder contains a report representing children in care for more than 30 days during the period October 1, 2007– January 31, 2008 whose CONNECTIONS record does not have an entry in either clinical diagnosis or the well care visits as described above.  This report is specific to your county and allows flexibility in sorting by data items.   For security purposes, the report is password protected. The specific password for your district to use will be provided to you in a separate e-mail.  Also included in your county’s folder is a guide to assist you with operational definitions along with a CONNECTIONS Tip Sheet.    The link to your county’s electronic folder is <\\fnphsen0a1ah\groups\connections\build 18\afcars_reports\>.

This week OCFS released an Administrative Directive Memorandum (ADM) to announce changes associated with CONNECTIONS Build 18.9:  Health, Education and Permanency Planning planned for March 2008. 

OCFS asks that each local social service district and its designated voluntary agencies, if applicable, supply the missing data no later than March 1, 2008.  

Support and technical assistance is available to you through the CONNECTIONS Implementation Specialists assigned to your region: Sharon McDuffie (BRO), Cynthia Brookins (RRO), Cliff Pelton (SRO), Linda Gorthy (ARO), Felicia Brown-Smith (YRO) and Earl Thomas (NYCRO).
Sincerely,
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Jane G. Lynch

Deputy Commissioner

Child Welfare and Community Services

cc:  
William Travis

        
Sheila Poole

        
Lee Lounsbury

        
Linda Brown

        
Lillian Denton

        
Regional Directors

        
CONNECTIONS Implementation Specialists
