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Build 18.4 Is On The Horizon!!! 
Build 18.4 is scheduled for release the weekend of August 19th.  The contents of 
the Build will be communicated by August 15th. 
 
Wave 10 Implementation Info... 
Monday, August 15th is Day 1 of implementation for the Nassau and Suffolk 
Departments of Social Services as well as thirteen voluntary agencies. 
 
Wave 11 Implementation Info… 
Monday, August 29th is Day 1 implementation for segments of ACS to include,  
the Manhattan Field Office, Manhattan Family Preservation Program, Office of 
Confidential Investigations, ACM CES/Intake/MILS/Transfer, DCCS 
Intake/MILS/Transfer, OCACM CES/Intake/MILS/Transfer, Management 
Information Systems and Voluntary Agency IT as well as 16 voluntary agencies. 
 
Save The Dates... 
As a point of note: 

 
Monday August 15th is Day 1 implemetation of Build 18 for participants of 
Wave 10. 
Monday, August 29th is Day 1 implementation of Build 18 for participants 
of Wave 11. 
Tuesday, September 6th the program that runs after conversion to close 
cases that display an open status with no open stages will be run for 
districts in Wave 10. 

 
Preview Dates of Note... 
On Monday, August 22nd, the Preview environment will be available for Wave 13 
and will be refreshed for Waves 11 and 12.  Preview will be unavailable on Friday 
August 19, 2005.  Users should print any completed FASPs or Progress Notes for 
their case records by close of business Thursday August 18, 2005. 
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Virtual Private Network (VPN) Access for State Owned 
Laptops...  
Just to let you know, a communication was forwarded to all LAN Administrators 
on Tuesday, August 3rd regarding information on VPN access for State owned 
laptops.  The two documents that were communicated are posted on the 
CONNECTIONS intranet site on the Home, Implementation and 
System/Network pages of the CONNECTIONS intranet. 
 
“Quick Tip...” 
Progress Notes Reminder 
Please Note:  users who compose their progress notes in a WORD document 
should compose them without formatting, save that document, and then copy 
and paste the narrative only, into the CONNECTIONS Progress Notes window.  If 
any of the Progress Notes contain formatting the system will not print the notes.  
Pasting an entire WORD document into progress notes will result in the user 
being unable to view or print the contents of the WORD document.  Screen shots 
should not be pasted into progress notes for the same reason. 
 
The Uniform Case Record (UCR) Regulations Are Now in 
Effect!!! 
The child welfare regulations amending the Uniform Case Record (UCR) and 
supporting the associated components of CONNECTIONS were filed on July 14, 
2005.   They appeared in the August 3, 2005 State Register, and became effective 
as final regulations as of that date.  The regulations, among other things, also 
change the time frame for Title IV-E re-determinations from every six months to 
every twelve months; establish a new provision to provide standards regarding 
access to foster care records by adults who were non-adopted former foster 
children; and establish procedures for the transference, notification and plan 
requirements concerning foster care records when a voluntary authorized agency 
ceases operation. 
 
When CONNECTIONS Will Be Unavailable... 
• Friday, 8/12/05 from 5:00 AM - 7:00 AM  
• Wednesday, 8/17/05 from 5:00 AM – 7:00 AM 
• Friday, 8/19/05 from 5:00 AM – 7:00 AM 
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