Report Title:
AFCARS First-Time-Entry Summary Data Profile
Report Purpose:
This report displays counts and percents of children entering foster care for the first time during the first six months of each Federal fiscal year since 1999.

This report provides districts with the capacity to review the cases that are part of the AFCARS data submission, individually and from a systemic viewpoint. The data items are pieces of information that link directly to the CFSR, as well as to issues that impact child welfare policy and practice. Focusing on a particular population may help a district target initiatives, engage community resources and, ultimately, result in an outcome that improves service delivery to the children and families that need them. During that analytical process additional systemic issues may surface that may also be addressed.

From any text with Aqua colored shading, you may ‘drill through’ to a corresponding child specific list by selecting the desired prompt values for the Report Year and the related category such as placement type, permanency goals, etc. The detailed report will contain key information for each child including Office, Unit, Worker, Case Name, CIN, Child Name, and Agency Where Placed.

Report prompt:
Users are asked to select a District.
	Data Item
	Data Definition
	Sample Values

	# of children entering care for the first time in cohort group (%=1st time entry of all entering within first 6 months)
	The number and percent of children, who entered out-of-home care for the first time in their lives during the first six months of the Federal fiscal year. (Also referred to as the ‘entry cohort.’)
	

	Most Recent Placement Types
	The most recent placement type for children in the entry cohort.
	Pre-Adoptive Homes, Foster Family Homes (Relative), Foster Family Homes (Non-relative), Group Homes, Institutions, Supervised Independent Living, Runaway, Trial Home Visit, Missing, Not Applicable

	Most Recent Permanency Goals
	The planning goal for all children in the entry cohort.
	Reunification, Live with Other Relative, Adoption, Emancipation, Guardianship, Case Plan Goal Not Established, Missing, Not Applicable

	# of Placement Settings in Current Episode
	The number of unique placements in the current removal episode for children in the entry cohort.
	One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six or more, Missing

	Reason for Discharge
	The discharge reasons for children in the entry cohort, who have been discharged from foster care.
	Reunification/Relative Placement, Adoption, Other, Missing

	Median Length of Stay in FC
	The median number of months in current foster care placement for members in the entry cohort.
	


The Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) Data Warehouse is committed to providing information and tools to the Districts and Voluntary Agencies working with the children and families of New York State. 

For More Information

Contact the Data Warehouse at data.warehouse@ocfs.state.ny.us.

